
POSITION ANNOUNCEMENT 
Director General 

The World Vegetable Center is seeking a new Director General for appointment by 
April 2008. The Center is an internationally funded, autonomous, nonprofit research 
and development organization headquartered in Taiwan with regional centers in 
Thailand, India and Tanzania, sub-regional offices in Uzbekistan, Syria and Mali, and 
national or project offices in six other countries across Asia and Africa. The Center 
has a global mandate and an annual budget of about US$18 million. Its mission is to 
conduct research and development leading to the alleviation of poverty and 
malnutrition in the developing world through increased production and consumption 
of safe vegetables, especially for those living on less than two dollars per day. 

Initially focused on Asia, the Center is now the leading vegetable research and 
development organization for the developing world. Its activities are conducted in 
partnership with the private sector, national agricultural research systems, CGIAR 
and non-CGIAR international agricultural research centers, advanced research 
institutes, universities and non-governmental organizations. Over the last five years 
the Center has been in a phase of renewal which has included the renovation of its 
headquarters' laboratories, administrative offices and housing. Its research and 
development work has also been refocused into five major themes covering 
germplasm conservation, genetic enhancement, seed and safe vegetable 
production, post-harvest management and human nutrition. 

Globally, the Director General is responsible for providing strategic vision, leadership 
and overall management for more than 50 internationally-recruited staff and about 
300 nationally-recruited staff. He or she must understand and be able to articulate 
global research and development needs. This will ensure that scientists are 
motivated to deliver global public goods and that the funding agencies of developed 
and developing countries, foundations, trusts and other donor organizations continue 
to support the Center's operations. The Director General is also responsible for 
creating and ensuring the successful implementation and outcome of projects and 
initiatives such as the vBSS Project, the Global Horticulture Initiative, Challenge 
Program on High Value Crops, and CIMBAA - Collaboration on Insect Management 
for Brassicas in Asia and Africa. The Director General reports to a multi-national 
Board of Directors composed of members representing countries that participate in 
and make financial contributions to the Center and major financing agencies which 
contribute to the Center. 

The position requires a highly experienced professional who has a good 
combination of the following qualities: 

A Ph.D. or equivalent in an agriculturally-related biological or social sciences 
discipline and extensive knowledge of agriculture in the developing world, 
including the vegetable sector; 



An established international reputation in the management of a scientific research 
unit or institution, especially the vision, good judgment, and ability to inspire and 
lead a multi-disciplinary, multi-national, multi-ethnic team of highly qualified 
scientists; 
Demonstrated ability to raise financial, technical and political support for 
innovative research and development programs; 
Experience and skills in intellectual property rights, appropriate utilization of 
biotechnology, and application of modern information and communications 
technologies; 
Effective communication skills in written and spoken English, with additional 
language skills desirable; 
Diplomatic sensitivity and a keen awareness of global affairs; 
Willingness to travel extensively throughout the world, often under demanding 
conditions. 

The salary and benefits package for the Director General is attractive, managed 
through AIARC, and comparable with those of similar international institutions. The 
Director General's term is four years and renewable. Further information about the 
Center can be found at www.avrdc.orq. 

Application procedures: 

Applications should be submitted by 15 December 2007 and include a detailed 
curriculum vitae and a letter of interest and qualifications. They should be sent by 
email to the Chair of The World Vegetable Center Director General Search 
Committee at dclsearch@netra.avrdc.orq.tw. Strict confidentiality will be observed in 
all cases. 

AVRDC - The World Vegetable Center is the principal international research center dedicated to vegetable research 
and development. Its mission is to alleviate poverty and malnutrition in the developing world through increased 

production and consumption of safe vegetables. For more information on AVRDC -The World Vegetable Center, 
see <http://www.avrdc.org>. 




